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Thomas F. Torrance:









in	 1968	 to	 study	 theology.	Was	 life	 under	 the	 renowned	 Professor	
Torrance	to	be	another	round	of	magisterial	threat	where	the	standard	
would	 be	 everything	 and	 the	 miserable	 life	 of	 the	 student	 of	 no	
importance?
Certainly	 the	first	 few	weeks	with	TF	were	disconcerting.	 I	had	
always	 been	 a	 conscientious	 note-taker.	 I	 wrote	 it	 all	 down.	Yet	 I	
still	imagined	that	I	could	well	be	the	only	one	on	the	tiered	benches	









Already	 there	emerged	 two	groups.	There	were	 those	who	were	
impatient	with	 the	 language	and	who	would	have	preferred	a	more	




















Journal	 but	 I	 would	 certainly	 hope	 that	 my	 general	 practitioner	









So	 it	 was	 that	 some	 of	 us	 left	 New	 College	 as	 TF’s	 disciples,	
believing	that	in	terms	of	the	Faith	he	was	right	and	would	always	be	
so	as	a	Doctor	of	the	Church.	
As	 with	 all	 the	 best	 products,	 Tom’s	 teaching	 came	 with	 good	
after-sales	 service.	Through	 the	 years	 I	 found	 him	 always	 ready	 to	
give	advice	on	particular	issues.	In	my	own	experience	these	were	as	
diverse	as	work	on	the	implications	of	the	Gospel	for	the	ecological	
debate,	 liturgical	 questions	 when	 I	 was	 Convener	 of	 the	 Panel	 on	





























a	group	 from	 the	Guild	 and	packed	 them	on	cushions	 into	 the	 rear	
of	 my	 van	 (which	 I	 had	 washed	 out	 after	 taking	 lambs	 to	 market	
the	 previous	 week).	 Among	 the	 group	 was	 Mrs	 Jessie	 “Chippie”	
McWilliam,	a	delightful	country	woman.	That	night	Tom	proclaimed	
the	Faith	at	some	length	with	particular	reference	to	the	Cappodocian	
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